
Why Should We Still Read Antigone? 
 
In this short paper, write about how one can use Sophocles’ Antigone to make sense of his world.  
In order to do this well, you will have to think about some moments in Antigone and think about 
how it connects to something from today.  For instance, what causes Antigone’s catastrophe 
(downfall)?  Is that same hamartia present in teenagers today?  Can you think of a specific 
example of it, or can you think of a credible hypothetical situation?  Think about what causes 
Creon’s catastrophe?  Does that exist in anyone you can think of?  What about the relationship 
between Creon and Haemon?  Is there any qualities of that conversation that still happens today?  
Think about how people of the 21st century can relate to the behaviors and actions of these 
fictional characters from the 5th century B.C.E.   Keep in mind that Antigone was really popular 
during the civil rights movement in the U.S.  What events in the 50s relate to events in the play?  
Some might argue that Antigone had a lot of relevancy to America during the years 2001 – 2008.  
Why?   
 
The point of this assignment is to get you to think about universal ideas.  Ask someone what 
makes a classic a classic, they probably will answer that it is timeless, which is to say that the 
ideas in it still hold true.  One might argue that we are still reading Antigone in high school 
English class so that students will realize that many of the problems and ideas of their generation 
are not new.  Hubris and stubbornness, obstinacy, is a universal problem.  It crosses over 
centuries and cultures.  The conflict between doing what is right for you and your family as 
opposed to what is right for the state is a problem that spans centuries and cultures.  
 
Directions:  don’t include an introduction.  Get straight to the meat of the assignment.  You 
should think of one moment in the play, or one idea in the play.  And then you should connect 
that to one incident or one tendency in our culture right now.  Make sure that you explain.  The 
paper should be at least a full page long.   Remember: One idea.  It should take about a sentence 
or two to get this out, and then the rest of the paper is an explanation of that. 
 
 
Remember: Say a lot about a little, not a little about a lot. 


