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The Scottsboro Trials

I.  Introduction

A.  Attention-getter: Innocent until proven guilty.  This is the philosophy behind the American legal system.  But as moments in history show, this is not always the case.

B.  Background info/summary of case


1.  9 black boys


2.  Alabama


3.  1931


4.  rape


5.  Victoria Price/Ruby Bates

C.  Thesis: The Scottsboro Trial demands to be remembered because of its embodiment of all the harms that racist South caused African Americans, the world-wide attention that it received, and because of the impact of the two Supreme Court rulings.

II.  Pretrial: Between Reconstruction and the Scottsboro Trials, life for African Americans was tough.


A.  Lynching



1.  5000 people lynched (Kelley 32)



2.  lynching as unofficial tool for segregation (Scottsboro Boys: 1932)


B.  Segregation/employment

III.  Trial: This racism came through during the trials of the Scottsboro boys.


A.  representation



1.  first lawyer is drunk (Scottsboro Boys: 1931)



2.  first lawyer: “Not exactly” (Scottsboro Boys: 1931)


B.  Jail condition



1.  coffins put in front of boys 

2.  “substandard and inhumane” & “Gurads were abusive and tormented the boys (Sorenson 30) 


C.  Guilty multiple times despite evidence


D.  Death sentence for rape & young boys

IV.  Trial: Although the ordeal was horrendous for the nine Scottsboro Boys, there were positive effects for American society.


A.  
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1. 



2.

V.  Conclusion

       A.  Reword thesis

       B.  Make general points about American justice and history of case

